
8:00-8:10- housekeeping/rules- 10 minutes
8:10-8:40- Mythbusters- 30 minutes (Michele, Derick, 
Andrew, Cami)
8:40-8:50- brain break ( Michele, Allison)
8:50-9:50- Standard Based IEP (Carin, Ana, Allison)- 60 
minute
9:50- 10:00- break
10:00-10:30-Transition- soft skills- student-led IEP’s, 
student advocacy (accommodations) (Melany/Linda)
10:3010:50-Review IEP Binder
10:50-11:00- Curriculum table

12:00-12:10- housekeeping/rules- 10 minutes
12:10-12:40- Mythbusters- 30 minutes (Michele, Derick, 
Andrew, Cami)
12:40-12:50- brain break (michele, alison)
12:50-1:50- Standard Based IEP (Carin, Ana, Allison)- 
60 minute
1:50- 2:00- break
2:00-2:30-Transition- soft skills- student led IEP’s, 
student advocacy (accommodations) (Melany, Linda)
2:30-2:50-Review IEP Binder ( Allison/Linda)
2:50-3:00- Curriculum table
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Mission ImPossible

Please sign-in using 
the QR code.



Be Committed
● Be a learner, focused on improving student outcomes.
● Commit to implementing learned strategies and programs with students.

Be Responsible 
● Actively participate by engaging and collaborating to accomplish the professional learning objectives.

Be Respectful 
● Allow others to listen.
● Allow others to speak.
● Use technology for the task at hand.

Be Safe
● Take care of your needs. 
● Ask clarifying questions.
● Respect all ideas.

Professional Development Norms
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Standard Based 
IEPs-



What is a Standard Based IEP?
• A standards-based IEP is “a process and 

document that is framed by the State 
standards and that contains goals aligned 
with, and chosen to facilitate, the student’s 
achievement of State grade-level academic 
standards.”



History



In the past, the practice was to write IEPs that 
weren’t tied to grade-level standards, and were 
randomly chosen.  But in 2015, the U.S. 
Department of Education issued a guidance 
letter that made it clear that all IEPs must be tied 
to state academic standards. 



If a school doesn’t tie a child’s IEP to state 
standards, it would be violating that child’s legal 
right to a free and appropriate education 
(FAPE). The only exception is for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities. These students 
may have IEPs tied to alternate standards.



The idea behind standards-based IEPs is to hold 
students to the same standards as their peers. 
And they should get the support they need to 
reach those standards, even if it takes a while.

According to the guidance letter, goals must be 
“ambitious but achievable.” They should aim to 
close the gap between your child’s performance 
and grade-level standards. But they also need to 
be realistic.



In 2017 came the case Endrew F. v. Douglas County School 
District— It involved “Drew,” a boy with autism who made almost 
no progress on his IEP goals. His parents said he was entitled to 
more under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 
the nation’s special education law. They asked the Court to rule 
that the boy should have had an “equal opportunity” to achieve 
success like other kids. The school district, however, argued that 
the boy only had the right to a de minimis, or minimal, benefit 
from the IEP. And that’s what he received, the school district said.



When all was said and done, a student offered an 
educational program providing “merely more than 
de minimis” progress from year to year can hardly 
be said to have been offered an education at all. 
For children with disabilities, receiving instruction 
that aims so low would be tantamount to “sitting 
idly … awaiting the time when they were old 
enough to ‘drop out.’”



If grade level standard is not a reasonable 
prospect for a child, his IEP need not aim for 
grade-level advancement. But his educational 
program must be appropriately ambitious in light of 
his circumstances, just as advancement from 
grade to grade is appropriately ambitious for most 
children in the regular classroom. The goals may 
differ, but every child should have the chance to 
meet challenging objectives.









How is it individualized if it is 
standards based?

The law says that academic standards are 
the same for all kids. That’s true whether or 
not they have IEPs. But the IEP is a unique, 
individual path for a student to reach those 
standards. It helps level the playing field.



BEGIN WITH THE END 
IN MIND



“To begin with the end in mind means to start with a 
clear understanding of your destination.  It means to 

know where you’re going so that you better 
understand where you are now so that the steps you 

take are always in the right direction.” 
Stephen R. Covey



“To begin with the end in mind means to start with a 
clear understanding of your destination.  It means to 

know where you’re going so that you better 
understand where you are now so that the steps you 

take are always in the right direction.” 
Stephen R. Covey

Begin With The End In Mind



steps
• Consider grade-level content standards

• Examine class and student data to determine where the student 
is functioning

• Develop the PLAAAFP-

• Develop measurable annual goals aligned with academic content 
standard

• Identify accommodations/modifications needed to access the 
general education curriculum

• Determine the most appropriate assessment option



Find the standards



Unpacking the standards

Choose a standard

Pick out the nouns and verbs

Create an I Can statement

Determine the instructional standard

Determine accommodations and assessments



Change of PLAAFP
Traditional IEP
• Discussion of student strengths and 

weaknesses
• Review existing formal and 

informal evaluation data 
identifying student’s areas of need

Standards-based IEP
Discussion of (Present Level of 
Academic Achievement/Functional 
Performance) PLAAFP within context 
of enrolled grade-level standards
Identify skills possessed by student 
that will allow/support (all standards 
are not created equal) their access to 
enrolled grade-level curriculum



Characteristics of a good PLAAFP

➢ Standards-centered
➢ Data-driven
➢ Understandable and Measureable

➢ Lists strengths and weaknesses

➢ Discusses how disability impacts access to general 
curriculum



PLAAFP checklist



Good Example
• Reading Mastery assessments indicate that 

Jennifer can consistently identify the main idea  
and can identify 3 details in a 2nd grade text (R.L. 
4.2.)  She experiences difficulty summarizing 
text when reading the passage on grade level 
with being able to identify the beginning of the 
story and ending of the story 50% of the time 
and sequencing the middle with 20% accuracy.

• Her difficulty with sequencing a passage and 
remembering details negatively impact her 
understanding and summarization of text in the 
general education curriculum.



Bad Example
• Joe is a sweet boy with the 

classification of autism. He 
can not do grade level work. 
. Joe scored below 
benchmark on DIBELS 
concepts and applications. 
He scored 12 points on 
computation and 20 on 
concepts and applications. 
He needs to be in a small 
group setting for math 
instruction.



Remember…
The present level of academic achievement 
and functional performance sets the stage for 
developing IEP goals!



From PLAAFPS to Goals

• Goals are based on the information in the 
PLAAFP.

• The PLAAFP should define the student’s 
gaps in learning in comparison to grade 
level standard expectations
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What are the Challenges of Closing the Gap ?
● CEC views the CCSS and RTI as providing special education 

students the opportunity to access the general curriculum.
● This positive outlook does not camouflage the challenges 

inherent in teaching the CCSS to special education students.
● Among the challenges, teachers must have knowledge of (1) 

grade level CCSS and (2) how to close the achievement 
gap.



Biggest Loser

● Lose 1 Pound Per Week

Entirely Doable

Wouldn’t Take THAT intense an Intervention to Achieve

● Lose 5 Pounds Per Week

Would Take a Much More Intensive Intervention to Meaningfully Reduce the Gap! 



Accommodations



Example- 4 grade student labeled SLD
Present Level of performance- Grade 1

Goals and Program -Old

● Read Grade Level 1 
Material Successfully in 
1 Year

● Small Group Instruction
● 5 X per Week for 15 

minutes

Goals and Program - New

● Read text fluently with 

accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression to 

support comprehension

● Small Group Instruction
● 5 X per Week for 75 

minutes
● Accomodations:



Change of Goals
Traditional IEP
• Goals and objectives focus on basic developmental 

and functional skills, typically written based on 
curriculum at the student’s functional level 
without specific links to enrolled grade- level 
curriculum standards and therefore, designed to 
close skill gaps but not focused on closing 
achievement gaps as well. 

Standards-based IEP
● Determine skills student needs to acquire in 

order to achieve enrolled grade-level standards 
based upon evaluations and other information. 

● Goal and objectives focus on identifying 
accommodations/strategies and supports that 
will be necessary to allow student access to 
enrolled grade-level curriculum. 

● Goals and objectives might be linked to 
pre-requisite skills. They are designed not only 
to support skill gaps, but also to close the 
achievement gap between functional and 
enrolled grade-level curriculum.



Annual Goals

• Purpose
• To describe what a student can reasonably 

expect to accomplish in one school year

• Annual Goals answer the question

“What should the student be doing?”



How to choose standards
• Not all standards are created equal!

• Select the most powerful standards to address, 
such as those that will:
• Target foundational skills;

• Target high leverage skills; and 

• Move the student closer to grade-level standards



• If a large number of needs are identified in the 
present level, the IEP Team must consider how 
each need impacts the students’ progress in the 
general education curriculum. 

• Select the need that has the greatest impact on 
progress, and develop a goal to address that need. 



Consider content standards
• Look at all grade-level content standards and district 

benchmarks

• Determine which standards are most important for each 
student (based on progress in the general education 
curriculum)

• Compare standard(s) with student’s areas of needs and the 
impact of the disability 

• Use data to determine the areas that student will find difficult 
without additional supports



Remember….

• The IEP goal is NOT the content standard.

• Do not copy the content standard word for 
word to become an IEP goal. 

• The IEP goal is part of a plan to make the 
content standard immediate and individualized 
for the student. 



Let’s Practice!

In your groups, review the information 
provided.  

Develop a standards-based PLAFFP and goal.  

Write the present level and goal on the giant 
sticky note



Useful goals

Look at 
grade 
level 
standards

Using the 
PLAAFP you 
have 
written, 
identify the 
student’s 
needs based 
on current 
data

Determine 
what the 
student needs 
to access the 
standard 
Break the 
standard 
down to the 
essential 
parts

Write a goal 
that is 
measurable: 
condition, 
who, 
behavior,crite
rion

Report 
progress on 
the goal
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•What was challenging?

•What did you find that was beneficial?



“Assessment is teaching.  To teach without engaging in 
profound and accurate assessment processes, day by day 

and moment by moment, is to engage in curriculum 
coverage.”

-Cassandra Erkens, 2016



Brain Break!



MAC PC



Plane Train



Beach Mountain



Home Cooked Restaraunt



Movie Book



Vacation Staycation



Pancake Waffle



Hot Tea Iced Tea



Cake Ice Cream



Group Alone



Backpack Suitcase



Cat Dog



Dinner Breakfast



Sunrise Sunset



Early Bird Night Owl



Mythbusters! 



Related Services: 
Personal Care and Behavior Support

PersonalCare:__________,___________,__________
List all that apply in this order

1. Dressing
2. Feeding Assistance
3. Hygiene
4. Mobility Support
5. Other Health Support
6. Respiratory
7. Toileting

Ex.
Personal Care: Dressing, Mobility Support, Toileting

Behavior Support 

Generally are to be listed under related services

Listed separately from personal care

Personal Care Behavior Support









IEP Binder



 

How can elementary teachers 
help with transition?

Transition



Who Am I



Help students take ownership of their 
IEP’S

“When students learn and practice 
self-determination skills, they become 
more involved in advocating for their 
needs, speaking up for others, and taking 
on leadership roles”



Rubric 
Level 0 Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5

·Student does not 
attend the meeting
· Student does not 
participate in 
planning for the 
meeting

·Student does not 
attend the meeting
·Student 
participates in 
planning for the 
meeting (sending 
invitations, etc)
·Student helps 
create a portfolio or 
powerpoint for use 
during the meeting

·Student 
participates in 
planning for the 
meeting 
(sending 
invitations, etc)
· Student 
attends the IEP 
meeting
· Student 
shares portfolio 
or powerpoint

·Student 
participates in 
planning for the 
meeting (sending 
invitations, etc)
· Student attends 
the IEP meeting
· Student shares 
portfolio or 
powerpoint
·Student 
participates in 
welcoming and 
introducing team 
members
 

· Student participates 
in planning for the 
meeting (sending 
invitations, etc)
· Student attends the 
IEP meeting
·Student shares 
portfolio or powerpoint
· Student participates 
in welcoming and 
introducing team 
members
·Student shares 
strengths/ 
weaknesses
· Student answers 
questions
· Student gives input
 

·Student participates in 
planning for the meeting 
(sending invitations, etc)
· Student attends the IEP 
meeting
· Student shares portfolio or 
powerpoint
· Student participates in 
welcoming and introducing 
team members
· Student shares strengths/ 
weaknesses
· Student answers 
questions
· Student gives input
· Student expresses their 
progress on goals
· Student shares ideas for 
new goals



Skills to work on
Self-Advocacy

Understanding Strengths and Weaknesses 

Understanding Accommodations

Know their goals

Show progress on their goals 
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IEP Binder





https://csdsped.weebly.com/iep-binder-updates.html



Place your screenshot here

Thanks 
for 
coming! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbeqg
w5GhSmzemsp0-WHuW0YEMs4shQXsDnt5v92Jlx
EEpDw/viewform?usp=sf_link 



Date/Assignment Total Percent

9/5—Pretest 14/30 47%

9/9—Assign 15/30 50%

9/13—Assign (late) 18/30* 60%

9/17—Quiz 20/30 67%

9/21—Assign 22/30 73%

9/29—Assign (late) 22/30* 73%

9/29—Quiz 26/30 87%

10/4—Final test 28/30 93%

Point Total 165/240 69%

Based on this 
simplified set of 

scores, what 
would you 

determine as 
Agatha’s final 

grade?



✋👆👉👍👤👦👧👨👩👪💃🏃
💑❤😂😉😋😒😭👶😸🐟🍒🍔
💣📌📖🔨🎃🎈🎨🏈🏰🌏🔌🔑 
and many more...

��
You can also use any emoji as an icon!



Free templates for all your presentation needs

Ready to use, 
professional and 

customizable

100% free for personal 
or commercial use

Blow your audience 
away with attractive 

visuals

For PowerPoint and 
Google Slides


